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the priesthood of Zeus Lacedaemon, the other the priesthood
of Heavenly Zeus.1 Sometimes the descendants of the old
kings were allowed to retain this shadowy royalty after the
real power had departed from them. Thus at Ephesus the
descendants of the Ionian kings, who traced their pedigree
to Codrus of Athens, kept the title, of king and certain
privileges, such as the right to occupy a seat of honour at the
games, to wear a purple robe and carry a staff instead of a
sceptre, and to preside at the rites of Eleusinian Demeter.2
So at Cyrene, when the monarchy was abolished, the deposed
King Battus was assigned certain domains and allowed to
retain some priestly functions.8 Thus the classical evidence
points to the conclusion that in prehistoric ages, before the
rise of the republican form of government, the various tribes
or cities were ruled by kings, who discharged priestly duties
and probably enjoyed a sacred character as reputed descend-
ants of deities

This    combination   of   priestly   functions   with   royal Priestly
authority is familiar to every one.    Asia   Minor, for   ex-^f^0
ample, was the seat of various great religious capitals peopled parts of
by thousands of sacred slaves, and ruled by pontiffs whothe worl*
wielded at once temporal and spiritual authority,  like the
popes of mediaeval Rome,    Such priest-ridden cities were
Zela  and   Pessinus.4    Teutonic  kings, again,  in   the   old
heathen days seem to have stood in the position, and to
have exercised the powers, of high priests.5    The Emperors
of China offer public sacrifices, the details of which are regu-
lated by the ritual books.6    The King of Madagascar was

compare id. 13 ; Aristotle, Politics > iii.
14. 3, p. 1285 a 3 sqq. Argos was
governed, at least nominally, by a king
as late as the time of the great Persian
war (Herodotus, vii. 149); and at
Orchomenus, in the secluded highlands
of Northern Arcadia, the kingly form of
government persisted till towards the
end of the fifth century B.C. (Plutarch,
Parallel^ 32). As to the kings of
Thessaly in the sixth and fifth centuries
B.C., see F. Hiller von Gaertringen in
Aus der Anomia (Berlin, 1890), pp.
1-16.

1 Herodotus, VL 56.

8 Strabo,  xiv.   I.   3,   pp.   632 sq.

These Ephesian kings, who prob-
ably held office for life, are not
to be confounded with the purely
priestly functionaries called Essenes
or King Bees, whose tenure of
office was annual. See below, vol. iL
P- 135-
8 Herodotus, iv. 162.
4 Strabo, xii. 3. 37, 5. 3 ; compare
xi. 4. 7, xiL 2. 3, 2. 6, 3. 31 j<?., 3.
34, 8. 9, 8. 14. But see Encyclopaedia
Britannica, 9th ed. art, "Priest," xix.
729.
6 J. Grimm, Deutsche Rechtsaltcr*
thumer, p. 243.
8 See  the Lt-Ki (Legge's transit